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Lisa Frohmann 

 
 
Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice (M/C 141) 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

1007 W. Harrison St. 

Chicago, IL 60007-7140 

(312) 413-2477 

lfrohman@uic.edu 

 

 

Education  

B.A.  State University of New York, Binghamton, 1981 (Sociology)  

M.A.  University of California, Los Angeles, 1985 (Sociology)  

Ph. D.  University of California, Los Angeles, June 1992 (Sociology) 

 

Current Position 

Associate Professor Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice University of Illinois at Chicago 

 

 

Scholarly Interests   

Violence Against Women      Social Construction of Legalities  

Gender, Race, Class and the Law      Qualitative Methodologies  

Social Control Processes and Institutions     Visual Methodologies 

 

 

Grants and Awards  

 

2002-2003  OVCR-Institute for the Humanities,  Exploring Battered Women’ s Spatio Temporal 

Dimensions of Safety.   

 

2001-2002  American Sociological Association, Spivack Program in Applied Social Research and 

Social Policy Award, "Battered Women's Photography Project"  

 

2000-2001  Campus Research Board, "Exploring Spatio-Temporal Dimensions of Battered Women’s 

Safety through Autobiographical Photography, Narratives and Mapping"  

 

2000-2001  UIC Great Cities Faculty Fellowship 1999-2004 National Institute of Justice, The Cook 

County Target Abuser Call: An Evaluation of Specialized Domestic Violence Court. 

 

Research  

 

2018 - 2021 Principal Investigator, Healing Circle Photography Project 

 

2007-2008 Principal Investigator, Reframing Reentry Photography Project 

 

2001-2005  Principal Investigator, Framing Safety Photography Project  

 

1999-2004  Co-Principal Investigator, Cook County Target Abuser Call: An Evaluation of a 

Specialized Domestic Violence Court.  

 

1998-2000  Co-Principal Investigator, Evaluating Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services in 

Illinois.  
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1997-1998  Principal Investigator, Evaluation of the Target Abuse Call Project of the Cook County 

State’s Attorneys Office Domestic Violence Division 

 

 

Research Publications  

 

Frohmann, L. (2010). The framing safety project: Battered women’s photo-narratives as public pedagogy. 

In J. Saldin, B. Schultz & J. Burdick (Eds.), Handbook of public pedagogy: Education and learning beyond 

schooling (pp.341-350). New York and London: Routledge. 

 

Frohmann, L. (Ed.) The International Library of Essays in Law and Society volume on Prosecutors and 

Prosecution. Hampshire, England: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2006  

 

Frohmann, L. (2005). The Framing safety Project: Photographs and narratives by battered women. Violence 

Against Women, 11(11), 1396-1419 

 

Frohmann, L. (2002). The evolution of the violence against women social movement and services for 

victims. in  S. Riger, L. Bennet, S. Wasco, P. Schewe, L. Frohmann, J. Camacho & R. Campbell (Eds.), 

Evaluating Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services (pp. 4-25). Newbury Park: Sage Press.  

 

Frohmann, L. (1999). Sexual assault case processing.@ Encyclopedia of Women and Crime. Phoenix: The 

Oryn Press.  

 

Frohmann, L. (1998) Constituting power in sexual assault cases: Prosecutorial strategies 

for victim management. Social Problems, 45(3), 393-407. 

 

Frohmann, L. (1996) Hard cases: Prosecutorial accounts for filing unconvictable sexual 

assault complaints. In H. Z. Lopata and A. E. Figert (Eds.), Current Research in 

Occupations and Professions, Vol. 9, 189-211. Greenwich, Connecticut: JAI Press,  

 

Frohmann, L. (1997).Complaint filing interviews and the constitution of organizational 

structure: Understanding the limitations of rape reform. 8 Hastings Women’s Law 

Journal,  365 

 

Frohmann, L. and Mertz, E. (1994). Legal reform and social construction: Violence, 

gender and the law. Law and Social Inquiry, 19 (4), 829-852. 

 

Frohmann, L. (1997). Convictability and discordant locales: Reproducing race, class, and gender ideologies 

in prosecutorial decision-making. Law & Society Review, 31(3), 531-556. 

 

 

Frohmann, L. (1991) Discrediting Victim’s Allegations of Sexual Assault: Prosecutorial Accounts of Case 

Rejection. Social Problems, 38 (2) 213-236. 

 

Exhibits 

  

Reframing Reentry, University of Illinois at Chicago, March 2010. 

 

Living with the Violence in our Lives: The Voices of Domestic Violence Shelter Residents and Advocates. 

McCormick Place, Chicago, February, 2005.  

 

Reverberations: 3 Perspectives of the Violence in Our Lives. ARC Gallery, Chicago. September, 2004.  
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Obscurity to Light. Photographs by Latina Domestic Violence Survivors. Uptown Jane Addams Hull 

House, Chicago. May, 2002.  

 

Suenos y Realidades - Dreams and Realities: Photography by Latina Domestic Violence Survivors. 

Mexican Consulate in Chicago. June, 2002.  

 

Framing Safety: Photography by Latina Domestic Violence Survivors. Café Revolution, Chicago. 

September 21- 27, 2002.  

 

Latina Domestic Violence Survivors Speak Out. Images of life on the Safety-Danger Continuum. Sister 

Speak Annual Conference. Chicago. October, 2002. 

 

 

Research Consultant 

 

Consultant, Alana’s Gunn, PI grant – The effects of hyper-surveillance on the health and wellbeing of 

justice involved families - a structural violence perspective, funded by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  

 

 

Conference Participation  

 

Organized Roundtable, Women, and the Criminal Justice System. Annual Meeting of the American Society 

of Criminology, Chicago, IL November 17-20, 2021. 

 

Organized Roundtable: Community Research and the IRB. Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

Criminology, San Francisco, CA: November 13-16 2019. 

 

Co-presenter with Alexandra Davis: Using Photo Based Narratives to Decolonize Violence and Resilience.  

Visual Methods, Vulnerable Communities and IRB Challenges.  Annual Meeting of the American Society 

of Criminology, San Francisco, CA: November 13-16 2019. 

 

 

Invited Speaker, Using Visual Methods in criminological  research: Immigrant women’s exploration of 

interpersonal violence through photo-narratives. Rutgers University, Department of Criminal Justice , 

Rutgers NJ, October 30-31 2018. 

 

Invited Speaker, Women’s exploration of violent experiences through visual methodologies: A community 

based project in Chicago, IL, USA.  Postgraduate course of victimology, victim assistance and criminal 

justice, May 7-19 2018- Dubrovnik, Croatia. 

 

Moving through space: Navigating the “accessible” world after a bike accident” Annual Meeting of the 

Society for the Study of Social Problems, Chicago IL, August 21-23 2015. 

 

Disrupting Violence Frames: Using Photo-Narratives by Women Who have Been Battered for Individual 

and Social Change.”  Society for the Study of Social Problems Annual Meetings,  Denver, CO August 

2012. 

 

Everyday Survival: Latina Domestic Violence Survivors. Representations of Life on the Safety-Danger 

Continuum. Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Social Problems. Atlanta, GA, August 2003.  

 

Photography as Voice: Battered Women’s Representations of Safety. Law and Society Association Annual 

Meetings, Vancouver, Canada. May 2002.  
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Movement Politics, State Funding, and Performance Evaluation: A Case Study of the Evaluation of 

Violence Against Women Services in Illinois, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Budapest, 

Hungry, July 2001.  

 

Framing Shifts or Shifting Frames: A Case Study of a Multi-Agency Approach to Domestic Violence. 

Society for the Study of Social Problems, Annual Meeting, Washington D.C. August 2000 

 

 

TV Appearance  

CAN TV Channel 21. Domestic Violence Program. I discussed and answered call in questions about my 

Framing Safety Project. September 2004.  

 

Unpublished Reports 

 “Cook County Target Abuser Call: An Evaluation of a Specialized Domestic Violence Court.” Final 

Report for NIJ November 2004.  

 

“Agencies Assessments of the Domestic Violence Services Evaluation in Illinois,” Report  for the Illinois 

Department of Human Services. January 2001.  

 

“Agencies Assessments of the Sexual Assault Services Evaluation in Illinois,” Report for the Illinois 

Department of Human Services. January 2001. 

 

Courses Taught 

 

Qualitative Research Methods   Advanced Qualitative Research Methods 

Criminological theory    Violence 

Crime and Society    Violence and Society 

Visual Methodologies 

 

Professional Memberships 

 

American Sociological Association 

Society for the Study of Social Problems 

Law and Society Association 

Gender and Society Association 

International Visual Sociology Association 

 

 

Department, College and University Service  

 

2022- Associate Director, Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, UIC 

2022-2022 Judge, LAS Student Research Forum 

2022-2022 

2019-2021 Director, Undergraduate Studies Program, Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, 

UIC 

2020- Member, Curriculum Committee 

2020-2021 Member, Subcommittee on Development of CLJ Vision Statement, Department of 

Criminology, Law, and Justice, UIC  

2020-2021 Co-Chair, Advancing Racial Equity Strategic Planning Committee, Department of 

Criminology, Law, and Justice, UIC 

2020-2022 UICUF, Social Science Representative, Executive Board Member, Grievance Committee 

Member. 

2020-2021 Hosted Internship Workshop with Jessica Bird (CLJ) and Lauren Gallagher Assistant 

Director, Career Development, and Internships.  11/21/21 

2019-2022 Member, Curriculum Committee, Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, UIC 

2017-2019 Member, Undergraduate Committee, Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, UIC 
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2017-2018 Member, Advisory Committee, Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, UIC 

2012-2017 Department Head, Criminology, Law and Justice, UIC 

2014 - 2017 Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, UIC 

2014-2017 Member, Faculty Senate, UIC 

2016-2017 Member, UIC Truman Scholarship Interview Committee 

2015-2017 Member, Graduate College Awards Committee, UIC 

2017-2019 Chair, Rue Bucher Memorial Award Committee 

2012 - 2016  Member, Rue Bucher Memorial Award Committee 

2014-2017 Office of Social Science Research Advisory Committee 

2013- 2017 Judge, Center for Research on Women and Gender, Student Research Forum 

2013-2014 Judge, LAS Student Research Forum 

2005 - 2010 Director, Undergraduate Program, Criminal Justice Department, UIC  

2010-2022 Mediator, UIC Dispute Resolution Services 

2005-2008  Member, LAS College, Executive Committee, UIC  

2004- 2007  Member, Faculty Senate , UIC 

2004- 2005  Member, Graduate Committee, Criminal Justice Department, UIC 

Member, Tenure Review Committee, Criminal Justice Department, UIC 

2001- 2003  Director, Graduate Program, Criminal Justice Department, UIC 

University Internal Review Board Member, UIC.  

1997-2022 Honor’s College Fellow 

 

Ph.D. Dissertation Committees 

 

Dissertation Chair: 

 

Completed: 

 

Matthews Christopher Cox, Assessing the Focal Concerns of Convening Authorities in Charging U.S.  

Military Sexual Assault Cases. Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, University of Illinois at 

Chicago.  Completed, Spring 2021. 

 

Bryan Pabin, Post-9/11 Counterterrorism Thriller Ideology: Framing Retributive Justice Through Special 

Ops Superheroes. Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago.  

Completed, Spring 2017. 

 

 

Dissertation Committee Member In Progress: 

 

Almethia Franklin, University of Illinois at Chicago  

Teuta Peja, University of Illinois at Chicago  

Eunice Kahng University of Illinois at Chicago  

Sarah Malone, University of Illinois at Chicago  

Jorge Mantilla, University of Illinois at Chicago  

Mariana Palacio – University of Illinois at Chicago 

 

  

 

Completed: (since 2013) 

 

Veronica, Shepp, “Seeking Support Under the State: Experience of Sex Workers Assessing and Navigating 

Gender-Based Violence Services and the Role of Informal Support.” Department of Criminology, Law, and 

Justice.  University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Summer 2022. 
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Erin O’Callaghan, “Sex, Drugs and Alcohol: A Continuum of Sexual Experiences of Substance-Involved 

Sexual Assault Survivors.” Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice.  University of Illinois at 

Chicago. Completed Summer 2022 

Chico Tillman, “Hidden Pathways: A Study Into the Desistance Process of African American Men 

Working in Violence Prevention in Chicago’s Marginalized Communities.”  Department of Criminology, 

Law, and Justice.  University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Spring 2021. 

Ash Stevens, “Concealed Threats: Gender-Policing and the Surveillance of Transgender, Gender 

Nonconforming, and Nonbinary People” Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice.  Department of 

Criminology, Law, and Justice.  University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed, Fall 2021. 

 

Alex Davis, “A Phenomenological Photo Narrative Study of Violence and Resilience Among Native 

Women.” Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice.  University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed, Fall 

2021. 

 

 

Anne Kirkner, “Surviving Austerity: Rape Crisis Centers & the Illinois State Budget Impasse.” Department 

of Criminology, Law and Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Spring 2019. 

  

Shannon Harper,  “A Mixed Methods Analysis of Neighborhood Domestic Violence Resources and 

intimate Partner Homicide.” Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice.  University of Illinois at 

Chicago. Completed Spring 2019. 

  

Eric Thompson, “Theft of Intellectual Property: Neutralization Techniques Within an Era of 

Computerization.”  Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice.  University of Illinois at Chicago. 

Completed Spring 2019. 

  

Stacy Dewald,  “Detective Work in a Digital Age: Ethnography of a Suburban Police Department.” 

Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice.”  University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Spring 2019. 

 

Jize Jiang, “The Politics of Punishment and Protection: Deploying Penal Power in American 

Immigration Control,1990-2017.” Department of Criminology, Law and Justice, University of Illinois at 

Chicago. Completed Summer 2018. 

 

Aimee Wodda, “What did we get when we got sex?: Making sense of Ulane v. Eastern Airlines.” 

Department of Criminology, Law and Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Spring 2017. 

 

Meghna Bhat, “Violence Against Women in Bollywood Cinema: Exploring Differences in Indian 

Diaspora.’ Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed 

Spring 2017. 

 

Kristin Gilbert, “Policing Evaluation: A Multimodal Approach to Focus Group Interviews.” University of 

Illinois at Chicago. Completed Fall 2017. 

 

Steven M. Taylor, “Investigating Intimate Partner Sexual Assault: Detective Decision-Making and Sexual 

Assault Outcomes.” University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Spring 2018. 

 

Vickii Coffey, “Beyond Transitional Work and Low Wages: The Experiences of Management-Level 

Employment Among Formerly Incarcerated African Americans” Department of Criminology, Law, and 

Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago.  Completed Summer 2016. 

 

Kristen Heffner, “It's Always Silence that Causes the Most Damage": A Case Study of Institutional 

Responses to Dr. Earl Bradley Child Sexual Abuse Case.”  Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice, 

University of Delaware.  Completed Spring 2016. 
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Oren Gur, “Degrees of Separation: Drug Use by Professional and Graduate School Students.” Department 

of Criminology, Law, and Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed, Summer 2015 

 

Kelly Pinter, “Sexual Victimization and Academic Achievement: Creating More Ideal College Campuses 

for Sexual Assault Survivors by Taking into Account Intersectionality and Multiracial Feminism.” 

Department of Sociology, Loyola University. Completed Spring 2015. 

 

Ceseara Rumpf,  “Seeing the State: Women, Incarceration and Social Marginality” Department of 

Sociology, Loyola University. Completed Spring 2014 

 

Vered Shidlo-Hezroni, “Organ Trafficking: The Construction of a Social Problem in Israel.” Department of 

Criminology, Law, and Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Fall 2014. 

 

LaTosha Traylor, “The Social Organization of Motherhood and Mothering for Formerly 

Incarcerated Black Women Who are Mothers” Department of Criminology, Law, and 

Justice, University of Illinois at Chicago. Completed Fall 2013 

 

 

 

 

Professional Service  

 

2005-2007  Member, Membership Committee, Society for the Study of Social Problems  

2005  Member, Program Committee, Law and Society Association Annual Meetings, Chicago, 

IL.  

2004- 2005  Organizer and Chair, Tenure Workshop, ASA Annual Meetings, Philadelphia. August 

2005.  

2000-2002  Advisory Board Member, NIJ funded grant “ Women’s Recidivism and Community 

Reintegration”  

 

Qualitative Methods Consultant, NIJ funded grant “ Women’s Recidivism and 

Community Reintegration” 

 

 

Peer Reviewer 

 

Social Compass 

Journal of Trauma, Violence & Abuse 

Polar: Political and Legal Anthropology Review 

Law and Society Review 

Violence Against Women, 

Law and Social Inquiry 

Criminology 

 

Reviewer, Other 

 

National Science Foundation, research grant proposals 

Temple University Press, book manuscripts 

Routledge, book manuscripts 


